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$ r o « r t i n g s at tfie iTFteetings of tSe ^rcTjaeoIogtcal Institute. 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G , 1 8 5 6 , H E L D A T E D I N B U R G H , 

TJNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 

H I S R O Y A L H I G H N E S S , P R I N C E A L B E R T , K . G . 

THE Inaugural Meeting took place on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
July 2 3 , in the Queen-street Hall. LORD TALBOT, on taking the chair, 
thus addressed his distinguished audience.—It affords me very great 
pleasure to he able to attend this meeting of the Archaeological Institute. 
It is the first opportunity we have had of extending the range of our 
operations beyond the confines of England ; I trust it will not be the last. 
We could not have selected a more appropriate locality, unequalled in the 
varied interest of its historical associations, than by visiting the ancient 
capital of Scotland. It is most gratifying to find that the objects in which 
we take special interest are liberally responded to by this country, and 
particularly by this city—the Chief Magistrate of which will now address 
to us his hearty welcome. 

The LORD PROVOST then said—I am requested by the Corporation, and 
I take leave also in name of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, to offer to your 
Lordship and the members of the Archaeological Institute, the expression 
of a cordial welcome on your arrival in this city. I am glad to assure you 
that there are amongst us, gentlemen who will readily aid you in the 
interesting pursuits to which the members of the Institute devote them-
selves. We indulge the hope that, in this, the capital of our ancient 
kingdom, there may be found objects of interest which may profitably 
engage your attention during the time you remain amongst us. There are 
here many striking memorials of our history, so closely interwoven with that 
of your own country. Some of them relate to events which we can contem-
plate with feelings differing widely from those which animated the actors. 
The memorials of many a well-fought struggle attest the prowess of both 
nations ; they attest, too, our successful efforts to secure our independence, 
which you are too generous not to admit we should be unwilling to forget. 
The vast advantages, then unforeseen, which have accrued to both countries 
from their being united under one Government, might well have prompted 
the desire, although they did not justify the means, by which in earlier 
times it was sought to be accomplished. In prosecuting your inquiries, 
you view those subjects to which your attention is called, divested of that 
passion which, in some measure, is the invariable accompaniment in scenes 
where we are the individual agents. We all now readily acknowledge the 
advantages derived from that union of the two countries, which, at the 
beginning of the last century, was mourned over by many true patriots as 
the most dire calamity that could befal their country. Our literature is 
entwined with yours : we are united by ties which every one would lament 
to think could, by any contingency, be dissolved. I observe that, amongst 
other subjects, you are to direct attention to our architecture. In some of 
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our structures you will find evidence that our architects vied with those of 
their own age. Of these, Melrose is a striking example ; and an interesting 
specimen till recently existed in this city. We are unfortunately unable to 
show Trinity College Church, but the materials of which it was composed 
still remain, and we possess the means for its restoration. The effort for 
that purpose will, I feel assured, receive the countenance of the members of 
the Institute. I leave such details to the members of our Society of Scottish 
Antiquaries, whose pursuits are akin to those which engage your attention. 
I cannot advert without sincere regret to the absence of one personally 
known to some, and by reputation, to all of you. I refer to Dr. Daniel 
Wilson, author of " Memorials of Edinburgh in the Olden Time," and of 
the " Prehistoric Annals of Scotland." His presence, on an occasion like 
the present, would have been invaluable. We must all deplore the 
expatriation of one, whose unwearied energy and intelligence might have 
aroused, at such a meeting, a widely extended interest in our Scottish 
Antiquities. There are other members of the Society who will readily 
assist your inquiries and discussions. Amongst those who are to give 
active aid I observe the name of Mr. Robert Chambers, who has devoted a 
•large portion of his valuable time to antiquarian research, and who is 
equally known in the literary world in England as in his native country. 
We shall all, however, accompany you cordially in a pursuit which, I may 
say, is universally acknowledged as the handmaid of history, and now takes 
its legitimate place as a science. It seems to me to partake also of the 
nature of a pious duty to the memory of our ancestors. Some of those 
memorials to which you direct our attention were formed by them for the 
express purpose of handing a record of their deeds down to posterity. It is 
surely a duty incumbent on us to read the lessons which many of these were 
intended, and all of them are fitted, to teach. And now let me again assure 
you of a hearty welcome, and of our earnest desire that no effort may be 
wanting on our part to make your visit at once agreeable to you, and as 
I trust and believe it will be, instructive to us. 

LORD TALBOT then said—It is my duty, in behalf of the Archaeological 
Institute, to return their best thanks to the Lord Provost for the very kind 
expressions which he has used, and the cordial welcome which he has 
offered us on the part of the Corporation and the citizens of Edinburgh. 
Associated for the purposes we have in view, it is always particularly 
gratifying to meet with co-operation, but particularly from those institutions 
which were founded centuries ago, and which ought to be our great bulwarks 
for the protection of ancient monuments—I mean the Corporations. It is 
truly gratifying to find that at last we have a corporation of Edinburgh 
that really and sincerely feels it their duty to preserve the memorials of 
the ancient greatness of this country, and that it is quite consistent with all 
the advances of modern science and progress not to destroy venerable and 
beautiful monuments because they happen to be ancient. It is truly 
gratifying to find that we' have in Edinburgh a corporation that will not, 
we confidently hope, sanction the destruction of such a structure as Trinity 
Church, that will not sanction the destruction of a West Bow, and other 
places of old and venerable associations exposed to the destructive course 
of modern events. It is truly gratifying to find that public opinion and the 
opinion of this great city has set itself right in these respects. There do 
arise in the course of the revolutions to which this world is subject, certain 
saturnalia in which much is destroyed, which afterwards the very destroyers 
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would wish to have restored. But there comes a day of repentance, and it 
is gratifying to find that throughout the length and breadth of this great 
country such a feeling is increasingly prevalent. One of the great objects of 
our society is to infuse throughout all classes, high and low, a respect for 
ancient monuments. Hitherto, the wanton destruction of such memorials 
has not been confined to one class ; the highly-educated classes in many 
instances have been as guilty as the lowest and most ignorant. We trust 
that in future this cannot be the case, and not only that there will be an 
universal feeling for the preservation of these monuments, but that it may 
be accompanied by a disposition to make available for scientific inquiry all 
that information which is so essential when any vestiges are discovered. We 
live in an age when no pursuit partaking of a literary or scientific character 
can be looked upon as purely a matter of curiosity or of caprice. We live 
in an age when Archaeology, which used to be the scoff of some years ago, 
is elevated to the rank of a Science, and takes its place as the handmaid of 
History, and when it is found to supply many of those deficiencies which we 
regret in history, and to explain many of those difficulties which the imper-
fections or the contradictions of the Chronicles of the day continually present 
to the Historian. I may remark that, in these days of encroachments and 
annexations, there are one or two annexations which we are fairly entitled 
to make. We cultivate the most friendly feeling towards kindred societies, 
particularly the British Association, whose objects are to advance the 
interests of Science ; still we cannot but feel that they occupy some ground 
which does not in strict propriety belong to them. I cannot but think that 
their sections of Philology and Ethnography ought to belong to us, and 
I think we ought to make an effort in order to obtain that concession. 
With respect to Edinburgh, it is most gratifying to hold our first foreign 
meeting, so to speak, in this city. It certainly would have been delightful 
to have held it some years back, and to have had associated with us some 
of the earliest and most enthusiastic friends of Archaeology. It would 
have been delightful to have seen among us Charles Sharpe and Patrick Chal-
mers, but above all, to have had among us that noble writer who has done 
so much to promote a respect and veneration for things ancient, and who 
surrounded them with the wizard charm of his genius and imagination. 
We have also, as the Lord Provost mentioned, to regret the absence of 
Dr. Daniel Wilson. I hoped we should have had him here on this occasion. 
It is truly lamentable to think that a scholar of his high capacity and 
attainments should be thrown away where he is, banished to the wilds of 
Canada, and I cannot forbear to express the earnest hope that before long 
he may be recalled in triumph to his native land. If we have to regret 
the absence of many votaries of our science, we have, however, great 
reason to be proud of those who are present. We have reason to be proud 
of Mr. Cosmo Innes, who has done more to extend the knowledge of 
ancient monastic history and family evidences than any antiquary in our 
country. We have reason also to be proud of the researches of Mr. David 
Laing, of the exertions which Mr. John Stuart has so successfully made to 
give a fresh impulse to the Society of Scottish Antiquaries, and not least, of 
his important work on the early " Sculptured Stones of Scotland," the 
result of many years of indefatigable and intelligent research. One of the 
chief attractions of the Meetings of the Institute is the Museum. I am 
assured that, on the present occasion, owing to the liberality of private 
individuals and public bodies in contributing their treasures for exhibition, 
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we have never had a more varied and interesting collection since the 
Institute was formed. I regret that an extensive series of historical 
portraits has not been included in these remarkable illustrations of Scottish 
history and antiquities, as I believe there is no country which has greater 
treasures of that kind than Scotland. Lord Talbot proceeded to state 
that the Society anticipated the honour of a visit at this meeting from the 
Duke of Northumberland, who had in the most liberal manner permitted the 
Institute to place amongst the treasures in the temporary museum many 
interesting relique?. preserved in his museum at Alnwick Castle. That 
noble patron of their exertions had on many occasions given his valued 
encouragement to this Society, and engaged in various important enterprises 
to promote the study of Archseology, particularly in causing a Survey to be 
made of the Roman Wall and ancient vestiges north of the Tyne. This 
important contribution to Archaeological literature would shortly be pro-
duced, through his Grace's liberality, and the original Survey of the Wall 
of Severus, recently completed by Mr. M'Lauchlan, would by his Grace's 
kind permission be exhibited in the Museum. It was gratifying to notice, 
as they had often to complain of the apparent supineness of the Govern-
ment wherever science, antiquities and literature were concerned, the 
course adopted by Lord Panmure with reference to the Ordnance Survey 
of Scotland. His Lordship had, at the suggestion of the Society of Anti-
quaries, conveyed through their president, the Marquis of Breadalbane, 
given directions to the engineers employed in the work to note down, in 
the course of their investigations, everything relating to antiquities, and 
to mark correctly all ancient sites connected with the different roads, ancient 
works or encampments to be metwith throughout the country; those would be 
a most important record and guide for future antiquaries. Being intimately 
connected with Ireland, Lord Talbot well knew the benefit derived from 
the Survey there, where the greatest attention had been paid to everything 
relating to antiquities ; and some of the details of that Survey had been 
published, containing the most curious and authentic records of matters 
connected with local vestiges. After some remarks relating to Irish 
antiquities, Lord Talbot concluded by returning the thanks of the Institute 
to the Lord Provost and the city for the kind welcome they had received. 

The R E V . D R . COLLINGWOOD BRUCE then delivered a discourse On the 
practical Advantages accruing from Archaeological inquiries. (This inter-
esting address will be given in full in the ensuing volume of this Journal). 

Mr. JAMES YATES moved a vote of thanks to the learned historian of the 
" Roman Wall," which was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. COSMO INNES, after begging in name of the Senatus of the University, 
the Faculty of Advocates, and other learned bodies of Edinburgh, of which 
he was a member, to give the Institute a hearty welcome to that city, as 
had been done by the Lord Provost on behalf of the Municipality, pro-
ceeded to offer a few remarks on the present state of archaeological study 
in Scotland. He said—If we look back at the study of antiquities—even 
as many of us can remember it, thirty years ago—even as pursued by the 
most intelligent antiquaries—we shall find no reason to be ashamed of its 
progress. We cannot but remember how glibly we then spoke of Roman 
bronze tripods and Roman camp kettles. Every brass sword or axe was 
Roman ! Every grave that contained an urn or marks of fire was confi-
dently ascribed to the Romans ! Dealing so freely with the Romans, it is 
no wonder that we took equal liberties with our own people. Our antiquaries 
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and so-called historians—despising records, and not yet acquainted with 
the distinctions which limit the periods of each style of middle-age 
architecture — spoke loosely of churches and castles built before Malcolm 
Canmore—of surnames older than the Conquest—of historical facts that 
rested on the authority of Boece and his Yeremund, or the later fables of 
Abercromby's " Martial Achievements ! " Those were the days for 
disputes and confident assertions about Culdees, by men who did not seek 
for their records, and Druids of whom we have no records ; while to the 
skirmishing inroads of Danes was attributed every monument that bespoke 
peculiarly times of peace and leisure for its manufacture. The delusion 
had not yet quite passed away which blinded the critics of the last century 
to the inconsistencies of what were published as "The Poems of Ossian," 
and prevented their winnowing the corn from the chaff of M'Pherson. If 
those patriotic hallucinations are not gone quite, they are disappearing. 
And, not content with abolishing what ought to be obsolete, we have made 
some progress towards a rational and solid system of national antiquities— 
apart alike from the credulity of an infant science, and the foolish denial of 
everything which we in our ignorance pronounce to be improbable. Much 
of that progress in systematising has been embodied in our friend Dr. 
Wilson's " Prehistoric Annals." But no one would acknowledge more 
readily than Dr. Wilson himself, first, that in that work, system has been 
somewhat too much aimed at; and, secondly, that, however attractive and 
useful, it deals with but a small and surbordinate section of the antiquities 
of Scotland. Its period is professedly pre-historic, and we must not 
impute to it as blame that it omits from the national antiquities heraldry— 
charters—records—architecture—all that concerns written history, litera-
ture, and the fine arts. These great fields have not, however, meanwhile 
lain uncultivated, as we trust to show, and it is as regards them chiefly that 
we rejoice to have an opportunity like the present to compare our specula-
tions with the more matured and defined archaeological science of our 
neighbours of England. It is not the least proof of our advancement that 
such a body as the Archaeological Institute find us worthy of a visit, and 
regard us as capable of appreciating it. We cannot forget that that body 
numbers among its members men distinguished in all branches of science 
and literature, and who have joined to the highest reach of philosophy a 
genial love of Archaeological inquiry. I must not do more than allude to 
such men, some of whom are among us, and some are soon to be. You 
know there are among them the great philosopher who, expatiating among 
the wonders of physical science, or the deeper mysteries of the human 
mind, thinks it no unworthy relaxation from severer studies to investigate 
the architecture and characteristics of our ancient cathedral churches. 
There are in their ranks men who have placed English history on its true 
basis, by collecting its materials from the charters of the Anglo-Saxon 
age, and have shown us a record, not of battles and genealogies, but of the 
real inner life of our Saxon forefathers. There are not wanting philo-
logists to trace our vernacular tongue to its Germanic fountain, to fix its 
dialects to each province, and to give precision to the artificial, and to some 
of us, mysterious, system of old English rhythms. But while these men 
are conspicuous in the more abstruse parts of our common study, we see in 
the lists of the Institute names well known and dear to the lover of ancient 
and mediaeval art, the numismatist, the ecclesiologist, the herald, the 
collector of seals, to all who have studied antiquities in any of its hundred 
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branches. And let us not fear that such guests will not find fitting welcome 
from men worthy of them here. They will find among us, I think, a well-
trained band of zealous antiquaries—men who have the true feeling for old 
learning, old art, old manners, everything old but old error. They will 
find men here already known to the world, and whom I need not point to— 
writers who have illustrated their country's history, or gathered with filial 
care the scattered fragments of her early poetry and song. Others there 
are, less known beyond our own territory, not less instrumental in aiding 
the onward progress of Archaeology. We have a few scholars deeply 
engaged in investigating genuine Roman antiquities, a few zealous 
numismatists, one or two heralds, one or two—alas ! but one or two— 
philologists, little inclined to benefit the world by their lucubrations on the 
interesting mixture of tongues among us. We will make you acquainted, 
too, with some scholars who, conscious though they be of powers that could 
command popularity and might aspire to fame, yet devote their time to the 
study of records, statistics, and charter learning ; some of them only at 
rare intervals delighting the public with an occasional essay on early Scotch 
architecture, others giving the leisure of many years to the patient investi-
gation of a mysterious class of primaeval monuments, the result of which 
is shown in a work like that recent noble production of the Spalding Club.1 

These are the pursuits of cultivated intellect. But you are not to believe 
that, where these are followed, the subordinate assistants—the handmaids 
of history and antiquarian science—are neglected. Let the herald, or the 
lover of ancient seals, of antique gems, pay a visit to the workshop of our 
friend Henry Laing, and he will find himself in the presence of no common 
workman, no illiterate collector. But we have among us to-day other 
archaeologists besides our friends of the Institute, and our brethren of the 
Societas Antiquariorum Scotice. During those times when silver Tweed 
divided hostile kingdoms, and we on this side the Border spoke of our auld 
enemies of England, a common enmity to England united Scotland with 
France. We borrowed much from her—manners, language, arts, we 
certainly imitated her architecture ; we are said to have copied her 
cookery. We gave in return that which we could—at all times the staple 
of our country; we sent bands of hardy, adventurous Scots—young 
Quentin Durwards, if not Crichtons—to make their way, to push their 
fortune with the sword or with the pen. The French armies overflowed 
with them. The French universities were half Scotch. Political circum-
stances still bound us closely to France when our James Y. married succes-
sively two French Princesses, and his daughter Mary became for a short 
space Queen of France as well as of her old narrow kingdom. We are 
not, then, to be astonished that our history has attracted the sympathy of 
Frenchmen. While Mignet has given us perhaps the first honest narrative 
of Mary's life, a countryman of his has published the most extensive and 
valuable collection of State papers concerning the intercourse of Scotland 
with France, that has ever been brought together for laying the foundations 
or illustrating our history. Another scholar of France, who has already 
done much for philology and early literature, has employed his leisure in 
tracing the history and adventures of some of those Scotch knight-errants 
who spent their lives in his country. I have heard that he finds the 
territory of Aubigny, near Orleans—the Lordship with which our Stuart, 

1 Sculptured Stones of Scotland. By John Stuart, Sec. Soc. Ant. Scot., Aberdeen : 
printed for the Splading Club, 4 to. 
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the High Constable of France, was rewarded for his gallantry at Bauge— 
still tenanted by numerous Stuarts, preserving the name of their heroic 
Lord through four centuries. He will tell us that he has discovered an 
idiom, formerly well known in France, as the " Patois Ecossais." He can 
even produce specimens of verse printed in that mongrel dialect. 

But now, as to the purpose—the permanent benefit to be derived from 
a gathering like the present. Shall we do for our modest pursuit—a 
pursuit that has always attracted scholars and gentle natures—what a 
greater Association has done for higher science ? I think we cannot fail. 
Let us become acquainted with those pressing forward in the same career ; 
let us measure our achievements, our deficiencies, our powers, with theirs ; 
let us learn to take pleasure in cordial co-operation or in generous rivalry. 
There is a freemasonry in our subject. All countries contribute to illustrate 
it ; all other studies bear upon it. Every scholar is an antiquary ; all good 
antiquaries are friends and brothers. 

Mr. COLQUHOUN, of Killermont, proposed a cordial vote of thanks to 
Professor Innes, and to the learned institutions of Edinburgh, whose kind 
feeling towards the Institute he had expressed in so gratifying a manner. 
Mr. Colquhoun adverted to the important lessons and elevating impulse to 
which the study of the past, pursued in its legitimate bearing, should ever 
tend. The acknowledgment was seconded by Mr Joseph HUNTER, V.P. 
Soc. Ant., and passed unanimously. 

A communication was received from, His Grace the DUKE of NORTHUMBER-
LAND, expressing his intention to be present during some part of the 
proceedings of the meeting, accompanied by the Signor Canina, President 
of the Museums of the Capitol of Rome, and his Grace proposed that 
distinguished antiquary as an Honorary Foreign Member of the Institute. 
Signor Canina was forthwith elected by acclamation.2 

The meeting then adjourned. The Temporary Museum of the Institute 
was arranged in the newly completed buildings of the National Gallery, by 
the sanction of the Lords Commissioners of her Majesty's Treasury, and 
with the approval of the Hon. the Board of Manufactures. Various objects 
of historical or antiquarian interest were also liberally made accessible to 
the Institute, more especially the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland, and the collections formed by the principal public institutions. 
Permission to view the Regalia, preserved at the Castle, was granted by the 
Lord Provost and the authorities ; access to Holyrood Palace was conceded 
by the Chief Commissioner of her Majesty's Public Works ; and by 
sanction of the Deputy Clerk Register of Scotland, an important chrono-
logical series of Scottish Charters from the earliest period, and a selection 
of interesting Historical Documents, were submitted to inspection in her 
Majesty's General Register House. The visitors of that invaluable depo-
sitory were received with the most obliging attention by Mr. Joseph 
Robertson and other gentlemen connected with the establishment. 

At the evening meeting in Queen Street Hall,— 
Mr. ROBERT CHAMBERS read a memoir on " The Ancient Buildings of 

Edinburgh and the Historical Associations connected with them." Mr. 
Chambers said Edinburgh was not a town of much consequence till the 

2 Whilst this report was in the press, 
the sad intelligence of the sudden death 
of this accomplished antiquary has 
reached us. We cannot refrain from the 

expression of deep regret at the untimely 
loss of one whose refined taste and attain-
ments were scarcely equalled by any of 
his contemporaries. 
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latter part of tlie XlVth century. Froissart speaks of it in 1385 as the 
Paris of Scotland. He says it did not contain so many as 4000 houses, 
meaning, beyond a doubt, 400, for it then consisted of but a single street. 
No houses of that era survive to prove how small, rude, and frail they were ; 
wood continued to be a large material in the domestic architecture of our 
city throughout the XVth century, during which Edinburgh was gradually 
becoming a town of importance, a frequent seat of Parliament, and the 
residence of the monarch. A house had an inner stone fabric, but there 
was always a wooden front six or seven feet in advance, formed by project-
ing beams. We do not probably possess in Edinburgh any houses of older 
date than the close of the XVth century. About that time the Cowgate 
was building (a name which appears to be a corruption of " Sou'gate," i.e., 
Southgate) as a new town or suburb for the accommodation of the higher 
class of people. A few of the primitive houses of the Cowgate, built about 
1490 or 1500, still exist, and are interesting as the contemporaries of many 
castles, the ruins of which are now scattered over the country. They con-
sist of a ground floor, for shops, a galleried floor above, and a series of 
attics. The style of door seen in all these early wooden houses is remark-
ably elegant. The next stage of house-building gives us the same form, 
with merely a little more elevation and the addition of some ornamental 
work. About 1540, houses were three and four storeys high. The gallery 
in front of the first floor was usually open. There the family could pro-
menade and enjoy the open air in privacy and comparative safety. Of the 
wooden-fronted houses of about 1540 we have still several interesting speci-
mens, serving to recal to us Mary's reign. There is a fine example at the 
head of the West Bow. The covered space in front of the booths is still 
open, and used for the exhibition of merchandise, though of a humble kind. 
In this respect, the house forms a last surviving relique of what the High 
Street was in mercantile respects in the XVIth century. Three or four 
specimens of this form of house are still to he seen along the north side of 
the High Street. The characteristic features of all are alike—the strong 
skeleton-work of stone, with the wooden front six or seven feet in advance, 
the outside stone stair projecting into the street, and the handsome moulded 
doorway. One good specimen opposite the head of Niddry Street is worthy 
of special notice, on account of its double form. In 1572, when the castle 
and the city were in possession of the Queen's party and beleaguered by 
the troops of the Regent, the exigencies of the people for fuel led to the 
demolition of many of the timber buildings. The latest example of houses 
with wooden fronts is in the Netherbow, dated 1600. The mediaeval custom 
of putting inscriptions on houses was displayed largely in Edinburgh, but 
not so much before the Reformation as after. Having given many in-
teresting specimens of these quaint inscriptions, Mr. Chambers proceeded to 
state that houses wholly composed of stone, which before the reign of Mary 
had been rare exceptions, began after that period to become common. The 
earliest examples were built by wealthy citizens. The stone mansions of the 
latter part of the XVIth century were constructed in a very substantial 
manner. From the reign of Charles I. there was a continual progress 
towards plainer forms. During the first half of the XVIIIth century the 
growing prosperity of Scotland expressed itself in Edinburgh in a wish for 
more liberal and airy accommodations. As an example of the taste of that 
period, we may take James's Court, built about 1728. Conveniences for 
cleanliness, supply of water, and lighting were, however, almost unknown. 
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No house in Edinburgh built at that period was without a small closet off 
the dining-room for private devotional exercise. The latter half of the 
XYIIIth century saw the Old Town thrown into the shade by the elegant 
streets of the New. 

The memoir was illustrated by numerous drawings, chiefly prepared, with 
much artistic skill, by Mr. W. F. Watson. 

On the motion of Mr. JOSEPH ROBERTSON, a vote of thanks was given to 
Mr. Chambers, and the proceedings closed. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2 4 . 

A meeting of tho Section of HISTORY took place, by the kind permission 
of the Royal Society, in their rooms at the Royal Institution, Cosjiio INNES, 
Esq. (President of the Section), in the Chair.—The following Memoirs 
were read:— 

" Contract betwixt the Town Council of Edinburgh and William Aytoune, 
for completing the building of Heriot's Hospital, Dec. 1631, and Feb. 1632; 
with a brief notice of the foundation of the Hospital." By DAVID LAING, 
F. S.A.Scot. 

" The Ossianic Controversy." By the Hon. Lord NEAVES. 
" On the Condition of Lothian previous to its Annexation to Scotland." 

By J . HODGSON HINDE, V . P . Soc. Ant. Newcastle. 
" Notice of a Document relating to the Knights Templars in Scotland, in 

1298." By JOSEPH ROBERTSON, F.S.A. Scot. 
The Section of ANTIQUITIES assembled in the Queen Street Hall, EDWIN 

GUEST, Esq., LL.D., Master of Caius College, Cambridge (President of the 
Section), in the Chair. 

A memoir was communicated by EDWARD CHARLTON, Esq., M . D . , Secre-
tary of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle, " On a Runic Inscription 
discovered during the recent works of restoration at Carlisle." A paper on 
the same subject was also contributed by the Rev. JOHN MAUGHAN, Rector 
of Bewcastle, Cumberland. 

A memoir was read, " On the Barrier of Antoninus Pius, extending from 
the shores of the Forth to the Clyde." By JOHN BUCHANAN, Esq., 
of Glasgow. 

JAMES SMITH, Esq , of Jordan Hill, communicated a notice of the 
Discovery of the City of Lasea, in Crete. 

JOHN STUART, Esq., Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 
then read a valuable dissertation " On the Early Sculptured Monuments of 
Scotland." He observed that they might be considered the earliest exist-
ing expressions of the ideas, and the most genuine records of the skill, of 
the early inhabitants of the country, He referred to the general use of 
pillars as memorials of events from the earliest period, and to the occur-
rence of such pillars in Scotland, both singly and in circular groups, as 
sepulchral memorials. The earliest notices furnished to us by our national 
historians serve only to show that the purpose and meaning of the sculptured 
pillars had been forgotten before the time when these notices were written. 
According to Boece, the hieroglyphic figures on them were borrowed from 
the Egyptians, and were used by the natives in place of letters ; and both 
he and subsequent historians have assigned a Danish origin to many of 
them—an idea which is quite repudiated by the present race of Danish 
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antiquaries. Mr. Stuart stated that the class of stones to which he desired 
to call attention comprised about 160 specimens. These consisted either of 
rude unhewn pillars, on which were sculptured various symbolic figures ; 
of oblong dressed slabs, having crosses and other figures cut on their sur-
face ; and in a few cases of cruciform pillars with sculpture. The symbols 
of most frequent occurrence were stated to be—1st, two circles connected 
by cross lines (familiarly termed the spectacle ornament), which was some-
times traversed by a figure resembling the letter Ζ ; 2nd, serpents, some-
times alone, and at other times pierced by a figure the same as that last 
mentioned ; 3rd, a crescent ; 4th, an animal resembling an elephant ; 
5th, a mirror and comb ; 6th, a fish.3 Besides these figures the stones pre-
sented instances of priests in their robes with books, men shooting with the 
bow and arrow, bird-headed human figures, processions of religious, centaurs, 
monkeys, lions, leopards, deer, and beasts of the chase, besides many 
others. It appeared that while the same symbols perpetually occurred on 
different stones, yet on no two stones was the arrangement the same, which 
seemed to imply a meaning and intention in the arrangement of them. 
Their geographical distribution was then adverted to, and it appeared that 
of those stones between the Dee and the Spey by far the larger number 
were rude pillars, having incised symbols without crosses ; while in the 
country on either side, the stones combined elaborate crosses with the 
symbols as well as with scenes of various kinds, exhibiting in many cases 
minute pictures of dress, armour, hunting, and other subjects. The symbols, 
except in two cases, were not found in the country south of the Forth, and 
were thus confined to the ancient country of the Picts. There was one 
stone having an inscription, in letters hitherto undeciphered, but which to 
the learned eyes of the late Dr. Mill, of Cambridge, presented the appear-
ance of the Phcenician character ; four of the stones had inscriptions in 
the ancient Ogham character, and one presented an inscription in letters 
not unlike those of the old Irish character. Mr. Stuart then pointed out 
various points of analogy and difference between the Scotch crosses and 
those in Ireland, Wales, and the Isle of Man. He adverted to the 
striking similarity of the style of ornament on the Scotch crosses 
to that in the ancient Irish and Saxon manuscripts, and drew the 
conclusion that while there were many points common to the crosses 
of all the countries referred to, yet those in Scotland borj most 
strongly the impress of Irish art, as exhibited on remains of various sorts, 
ranging in point of date from the Vllth to the Xlth century. Nor was 
this different from what might have been expected, for while the genial 
influences of Christianity were imparted to different districts of Scotland 
through other and earlier missions, yet to that of St. Columba and his 
followers must be attributed the widest range and the most abiding 
impression. In Ireland it was customary for St. Patrick to consecrate 
the pillar stones of the heathen to Christian uses, and the erection of 
crosses seems to have followed ; while several instances existed to show 
the erection of crosses at Iona in the time of St. Columba to mark events 
of various sorts; and it might be supposed that crosses were erected in 
Scotland by the early missionaries, in place of the older stones of the 
native inhabitants, with the view of altering and sanctifying the principles, 
whatever they were, which led them to set up their rude pillars. Of the 
Scotch stones referred to, above sixty have been found in some degree of 

3 The principal symbols here enumerated, are noticed, Arch. Juurn. vol. vi. p. 89. 
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conncction with ancient ecclesiastical sites, and most of those which have 
heen dug about have shown traces of human sepulture. It appeared also 
that diggings had been made in several stone circles called "Druidical," 
and that there also sepulchral deposits of various sorts had been discovered. 
It was stated that the sculptured stones occurred in groups in various parts 
of the country, as well as the unsculptured pillars which were so often 
found in the shape of circles. The recent discovery of a sarcophagus at 
Govan had enabled us to trace the ornaments and figures of men and 
animals so common on the crosses to a use undoubtedly sepulchral; and 
the fact that some of the symbols had been found on silver ornaments dug 
from the sepulchral mound at Norries Law, led to the same result.4 With 
regard to the sculptured stones, Mr. Stuart was inclined to hold them as 
sepulchral monuments, and that the circles were also intended to serve for 
this end, and probably others not known to us. As to the ornamentation 
on the crosses and on other mediaeval remains, Mr. Stuart supposed that it 
might have descended from the central reservoir of Roman civilisation ; 
but if the symbols could also be derived from this source, we should 
naturally expect to find them in other countries open to the same influence. 
Hitherto, however, no instance of the symbols had been found in other 
countries, and the only inference which remained was, that most of them 
were peculiar to a people on the north-east coast of Scotland, who used 
them, at least partly, on sepulchral monuments ; that the early missionaries 
found them in use on their arrival, and adopted them for a time, in a more 
elaborate shape, on their Christian monuments, as is seen on those stones 
where the cross and other Christian symbols occur along with the figures 
011 the ruder pillars. Mr. Stuart's observations were illustrated by draw-
ings of the different symbols referred to in the paper, in their simple form 
as they occurred on the rude pillars, and also in their elaborate shape on 
the sculptured crosses; and the volume of representations of the Sculptured 
Stones, newly completed for the Spalding Club, was submitted to the 
meeting. 

Lord TALBOT DE MALAHIDE, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Stuart, 
referred to the great value of his memoir, and of the indefatigable research 
with which he had pursued the investigation of a subject of great interest. 
Archaeologists were deeply indebted to Mr. Stuart for the admirable work 
recently produced by him under the auspices of the Spalding Club, by 
which a fresh light had been thrown on an important class of ancient 
remains hitherto scarcely known to the antiquary, except through the 
illustrations of the monuments of a limited district, produced by the late 
Mr. Patrick Chalmers. 

By the kind invitation of the Lord Provost and the Governors of Heriot's 
Hospital, the members of the Institute were received at that Institution, 
and inspected the architectural features of the structure, as also various 
ancient reliques there preserved. At two o'clock they partook of a 
collation in the hall, and subsequently proceeded under the guidance of 
Mr. Robert Chambers to visit the more remarkable ancient buildings and 
sites of historical interest in the Old Town, the Canongate, &c. terminating 
with the Castle. 

An evening meeting took place in the Queen Street Hall. A discourse 

4 These ornaments are figured in this Museum of the Institute at the Edinburgh 
Journal, vol. vi., p. 249·, and they were Meeting, 
exhibited by Mrs. Dundas Durham in the 

VOL. XIII. 3 Ο 
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was delivered by the Rev. J. COLLINGWOOD BRUCE, LL.D., on the 
Sculptures of Trajan's Column, and the illustrations which they supply in 
regard to the Military Transactions of the Romans in Britain. A com-
plete series of representations of the Sculptures on a large scale was 
displayed, prepared under Dr. Bruce's direction. 

A notice was also communicated of the Diplomatic Correspondence 
regarding Public Affairs in Scotland and England at the latter part of the 
XVIth century, comprised in the official reports or Belazioni made by the 
envoys of the Republic of Venice to the Doge and Senate ; with a 
transcript and translation of one of the most interesting portions of the 
Collection, concerning the succession to the throne, and the position of 
Mary Queen of Scots. These valuable historical materials were brought 
before the Institute by the Rev. JOHN DAYMAN, Rector of Skelton, 
Cumberland, by the kind permission of Ilenry Howard, Esq., of Grey-
stoke Castle, in whose possession the Diplomatic collections are preserved. 

Thursday, July 25. 

An excursion was made by special train to Abbotsford, and the 
Tweedside Abbeys,—Melrose, Dryburgh, and Kelso. In the evening the 
members were received by the Hon. Lord Neaves and Mrs. Neaves, at a 
Conversazione, and a very numerous party enjoyed their kind hospitalities 
on this occasion. 

Friday, July 26. 

The Historical Section assembled at the apartments of the Royal Society, 
COSMO INNES, Esq., presiding, and the following Memoirs were read :— 

On the Progress and Prospects of Science in Scotland at the close of 
the sixteenth and commencement of the seventeenth century, as compared 
with the same at Cambridge a century later ; with illustrations of several 
remarkable coincidences between the Genius, the Studies, and the 
Discoveries, of Napier of Merchistoun, and Sir Isaac Newton. By 
MARK NAPIER, Esq., Advocate. 

The Four Roman Ways.—By EDWIN GUEST, Esq., L L . D . , Master of 
Caius College, Cambridge. 

On the Connection of Scotland with the Pilgrimage of Grace.—By 
W. HTLTON D. LONGSTAFFE, Esq., F.S.A. 

In the meeting of the Section of Architecture, the chair was taken by 
the Rev. W . WHEWELL, D.D. (President of the Section). The following 
Memoirs were received. 

Sketch of the History of Architecture in Scotland, Ecclesiastical and 
Secular, previous to the union with England in 1707.—By JOSEPH ROBERT-
SON, Esq., F.S.A. Scotland. (Printed in this volume, p. 228.) 

Notices of the various styles of Glass Painting, chiefly as accessory to the 
Decorations of Ecclesiastical Structures ; illustrated by parallel examples 
of design in MSS., Sculptures and Fresco decorations in the Middle Ages. 
—By GEORGE SCHARF, Esq., P.S.A. 

On Dunblane Cathedral, and the Correspondence between its Architec-
tural history and that of the Cathedral of Llandaff.—By EDWARD FREEMAN, 
Esq., M.A. 

On the Remains of Sweetheart Abbey (Alhacia clidcis cordis) in 
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Galloway, afterwards called New Abbey, and their architectural peculiarities. 
—By the Rev. J. L. PETIT, F.S.A. 

In the afternoon an excursion was made, through the hospitable invitation 
of the Right Hon. R. C. Nisbet Hamilton, M.P., to Dirleton Castle, where 
luncheon was kindly provided for the numerous visitors, and the remarkable 
remains of that fine example of the Edwardian fortress were examined 
under the obliging guidance of Mr. Joseph Robertson. 

At the evening meeting in the Queen-stret Hall, Professor SIMPSON 
delivered a discourse on the Vestiges of Roman Surgery and Medicine in 
Scotland and England. He observed that there were in Britain, during its 
occupation by the Romans, two classes of physicians—those engaged in the 
public service, and private practitioners. There was no doubt that the 
Roman army was accompanied by a medical staff; there were incidental 
references to them in ancient authors, and monumental tablets to Roman 
army physicians had been discovered in this country. The existence of 
private practitioners appeared by the fact that a considerable number of 
medicine-stamps had been discovered, bearing the name of the physician, of 
a disease, and of the medicine used for its cure.4 He alluded also to surgical 
instruments, which had been found in this country, especially the remark-
able collection in the possession of the Hon. Sir George Clerk, Bart., at 
Pennycuick House near Edinburgh. Some of them are similar to those 
discovered in the ruins of Herculaneum and Pompeii. The learned Professor 
remarked that some of the noted inventions, usually regarded as of the 
most recent times, had been forestalled centuries ago. Reference was made 
to relics of Roman pharmacy, and some medicine bottles of various forms 
were shown ; the so-called lachrymatories found in graves, he suggested, 
might be medicine bottles buried with articles of food and dress, which 
were believed to be necessary for the departed in another world. The 
Professor also exhibited a nursing-bottle, discovered at York with Roman 
remains ; these objects are occasionally found in the graves of children. 
A reference to dietetic vestiges and relics was followed by some remarks 
on the medicinal herbs introduced into this country by the Romans—a 
subject regarding which very little is yet known. The amount of informa-
tion possessed by Roman physicians, as to all diseases, Dr. Simpson 
observed, was very remarkable. They were defective in anatomy and 
physiology—the dissection of the human subject was not then practised— 
but all diseases which were matter of direct observation were well described, 
and Galen noticed 120 diseases of the eye, as many perhaps as are known 
at the present day. They were acquainted with all the mysteries of dental 
surgery, and false teeth were very common among Roman ladies and 
gentlemen, if we may believe Martial. All the principal surgical operations 
now known were described by Roman authors, and they were acquainted 
with the use of anaesthetic agents for producing sleep in operations which 
were attended with pain, mandragora being used for that purpose. 
Professor Simpson alluded to some other matters in which the Romans 
were farther advanced than modern nations in times of boasted civilisation, 
such as cities fully drained, extramural cemeteries, and baths in a state of 
great perfection. Professor Simpson has subsequently published an inter-
esting memoir,6 to which we may refer those of our readers who desire 

5 See Professor Simpson's valuable 6 Published by Sutherland and Knox, 
memoirs on medicine stamps of the Roman Edinburgh, 8vo., 1856. 
Period, in the Monthly Medical Journal. 
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further information on subjects connected with the knowledge of medicine 
in Roman times. It is entitled—" Was the Roman Army provided with 
Medical Officers ? " It is accompanied by a representation of the inscrip-
tion to the memory of Anicius, found at Housesteads on the Roman Wall. 

At the close of the meeting the members of the Institute proceeded to the 
residence of the Lord Provost and Mrs. Melville, by whose kindness a very 
agreeable Conversazione terminated the varied occupations of this day. 

SATURDAY, JULY 2 6 . 

At ten o'clock a meeting was held at the Queen Street Hall; Lord TALBOT 
DE MALAHIDE presiding. Mr. J. M . KEMBLE delivered a discourse on the 
antiquities of the Heathen period, with more especial reference to the illustra-
tions of their types and peculiar character presented by examples anddrawings, 
exhibited in the Temporary Museum. He referred first to the specimens of 
ancient urns which had been discovered in recent times, drawing particular 
attention to those found in Germany, Great Britain, and Ireland. Some 
are exceedingly elegant in design, and display much taste and skill in 
the execution of their ornament. In others, of the Anglo-Saxon period, 
this beauty of shape and decoration is not found. From these circum-
stances, he was led to draw a distinction between the periods to which they 
belonged. It appeared to him, when he looked at the elegant form and 
beautiful ornamentation of some of these urns, that it was inconsistent to 
suppose that so much taste for design existed contemporaneously with the 
productions of the inferior specimens. He then proceeded to make some 
observations on the weapons of warfare employed by the ancients, and 
referred at length to the implements of stone ; there was no reason, 
as Mr. Kemble observed, to suppose that these did not exist in many 
cases contemporaneously with, as well as previously to, the weapons and 
implements of metal, inasmuch as, long after the discovery of metals, men 
would continue to use the ancient form of implements. This would more 
particularly be the case in reference to matters connected with religion. 
In reference to implements of stone, nothing was more remarkable than 
the similarity of their forms all over the world. This was, no doubt, owing 
to the nature of the material of which they were made. Arrow-heads 
were amongst the objects which, it might readily be supposed, had been 
made of stone, long after metals had been used for purposes both cf war 
and peace. The arrow was a thing to be thrown away, and therefore 
would be made of the less valuable material. The same might be said of 
spear-heads and other missiles intended to be thrown at the enemy. He 
then proceeded to remark that nothing was more common than to assert 
that bronze weapons were of Celtic origin. But this was unquestionably 
erroneous. Bronze, it was shown, was among the ancients the heroic 
metal, and was, doubtless, spoken of by Homer poetically, in allusion to 
the arms of his heroes, when the metal in question was not literally 
referred to. Bronze had been employed long prior to the use of iron, and 
no doubt was capable of forming a weapon that would readily take a sharp 
edge. 

Mr. DAVID LAIXG, F.S.A. Scot., then read a communication on the 
Portraits of Lady Jane Grey. 

Mr. Α . I I . RIIIND, F.S.A., read a Memoir on the History of the 
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Systematic Classification of Primeval Relics. (Printed in this volume, 
p. 209.) 

The meeting then adjourned to the Museum, where Mr. Kemhle 
resumed the subject of his discourse, and gave some highly instructive 
observations on the vestiges of the Earlier Periods, as illustrated by the 
extensive series of antiquities of stone and bronze, from all parts of Great 
Britain, and Ireland, there brought together, as also by the extensive 
display of drawings representing reliques of the same classes, preserved in 
the museums at Dublin, at Hanover, and other collections in Germany. 
This remarkable assemblage of drawings was contributed to the Museum 
of the Institute by the Council of the Royal Irish Academy and by 
Mr. Kemble. 

Mr. GEORGE SCHARF, Jun., E .S .A . , also gave an interesting discourse 
in the Museum, in explanation of the extensive series of drawings of 
examples of mediaeval art, and of the use of mosaic decorations as accessory 
to architecture, prepared by his skilful pencil and displayed in the Museum. 
Mr. Scharf subsequently gave, in the Museum, a detailed and artistic 
notice of the extensive series of sculptured ivories, contributed by Mr. 
Joseph Mayer, E.S.A., Mr. Webb, and other collectors, whose kindness 
had enriched the display there presented, accompanied also by a large 
assemblage of casts from sculptures in ivory sent for exhibition by the 
Arundel Society. 

A numerous party accompanied Mr. Robert Chambers at a later hour, 
and under his kind direction visited St. Giles' Church, Holyrood Palace, 
and the Maison Dieu, the Magdalene Chapel, Cowgate, with its windows of 
stained glass, stated to be the only remains of their kind, of earlier date 
than the Reformation, now existing in Edinburgh. Mr. J. H. Parker 
offered some remarks on the architectural peculiarities of these and other 
buildings to which the attention of the party was addressed, and the 
examination terminated with a visit to St. Anthony's Chapel and Hermitage, 
and the elegant little vaulted structure known as St. Margaret's Well, 
now entombed in the sub-structure of a Railway station. 

In the evening the members of the Institute assembled, by the kind 
invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chambers, and found a very hearty 
welcome at their residence in Doune Terrace. A selection of Scottish 
songs and ancient melodies, chiefly of the XVIth and XVIIth centuries, 
formed a very pleasant and appropriate feature of this gratifying soiree. 

MONDAY, JULY 2 8 . 

A meeting was held, at ten o'clock, in the rooms of the Royal Society, 
COSMO INNES, Esq., presiding ; and the following Memoirs were read :— 

Notice of an unpublished letter from James V., king of Scots, addressed 
to Henry VIII., in 1526. By JOSEPH BURTT, Esq., Chapter House, 
Westminster. (Printed in this volume, p. 270.) 

On King Edward's spoliations in Scotland, in 1296 : and unpublished 
evidence relating to the Coronation Stone. By JOSEPH HUNTER, Esq., V.P. 
Soc. Ant. (Printed in this volume, p. 245.) 

Sir HENRY DRYDEN, Bart., made a communication regarding the 
antiquities of Orkney and Shetland, and described various interesting-
remains of a very ancient date. He in particular referred to the cathedral 
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of St. Magnus, Kirkwall." He described, the state of decay into which it 
had fallen previous to Government spending about 30001, upon it in 
1846. He then spoke of certain differences which had arisen between 
Government and the Burgh Council—the latter having now taken the 
matter into their hands, and committed, as the Institute must consider, 
some barbarous outrages. They had entirely screened off the choir from 
the nave, in order to use the former as a parish church, the screens closing 
up the spaces between three of the finest arches. They had raised the 
floor four feet, thus hiding all the bases of the pillars, and had put in a 
gallery that hid the capitals, and the erection of which had knocked off 
considerable portions of the foliage. In fact, they had just dealt with 
these ornaments as a man had done some years ago, who, on being told to 
clean the cobwebs and dust from these beautiful carvings, thought he had 
made a great discovery when he hit upon the plan of knocking them off 
altogether. They had dug up the remains of Bishops and Earls without 
any care for the preservation of their tombs. They had built a chimney 
going up from the transept, and had knocked great holes under the 
windows of the aisles to admit ventilating pipes. He hoped his Scotch 
friends would keep a sharp eye on these doings, and not allow these 
venerable buildings to be thus sacrilegiously dealt with. 

Lord NEAYES remarked that he was formerly Sheriff of Orkney, and he 
was glad to say he had no concern whatever in this sacrilege, nor, as hp 
believed, had his successor in that office, He could speak with the highest 
commendation of the constant zeal and enthusiasm with which Sir Henry 
Dryden had devoted himself to the investigation of the antiquities of Orkney 
and Shetland. He regretted exceedingly the disgraceful condition to 
which, as Sir Henry had stated, the venerable cathedral of St. Magnus 
had been brought through the recklessness of the local authorities. 

Mr. ROBERT CHAMBERS read a paper on Edinburgh Castle as it existed 
before the siege of 1573. He said that in the present Edinburgh Castle, 
under the mask of a modern military station and barrack, were the broken 
and degraded remains of a national fortress and royal residence of the old 
days of Scottish independence. He proposed to attempt to trace the 
history of the principal old buildings, and to show as far as possible what 
the Castle was before the great alterations which it sustained in con-
sequence of the memorable siege of 1573. Previous to that time the 
buildings of the Castle were less numerous, as it showed scarcely any beyond 
the limits of the upper platform of rock or citadel, towards the east. On 
the lower and wider platform, towards the north and west, there was little 
besides a wall of defence running along the summit of the cliff, with 
turrets at intervals, and having in it a postern whence it was possible to 
descend the face of the rock. Notwithstanding its limited accommodation, 
however, it appeared to have been proposed in 1523 to have a garrison of 
400 soldiers within the Castle. On the upper platform were various 
buildings, some of which still existed, while others have been demolished 
in the siege referred to, or had given way to more common-place structures. 
At the north-east angle was a palace which had been used by successive 
Scottish Sovereigns before Holyrood existed. We have no means of 

7 This highly interesting fabric, com-
menced, as it is believed, by Earl Ronald, 
in 1138, forms the subject of several 
plates in Mr. Billings' Baronial and 

Ecclesiastical Antiquities of Scotland, 
vol. ii., plates 42 to 47, which may enable 
the reader to appreciate the injuries 
noticed by Sir H. Uryden. 
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tracing this palace to a very early date. The saintly Queen Margaret, con-
sort of Malcolm Canmore, lived in Edinburgh Castle at the end of the 
Xlth century, but none of the existing buildings could be identified as of 
her time, with the exception of the small chapel standing detached on the 
loftiest pinnacle of the rock, which, after a long period of neglect, had been 
repaired a few years ago. The massive series of buildings which rose from 
the rock at the south-east angle of the upper quadrangle or parade-square 
constituted strictly what remained of the palace as existing previous to 
1573. It was evident that in this angle we had the structures of a series 
of ages. In a central situation, and now constituting the officers' barracks, 
was an ancient building, still exhibiting the characteristics of the tall square 
towers of which so many examples survived in Scotland, which had 
evidently been built isolatedly ; this might probably have been the palace 
of David I., and was at all events, apart from the chapel, the oldest 
structure in the Castle. !| On the south side were the traces of an ancient hall, 
originally a noble apartment 80 feet long by 33 broad, and 27 feet in 
height, lighted by tall mullioned windows from the south, and having a 
ceiling of fine timber arch-work in the style of the Parliament House, but 
now, with inter-floors and partitions, constituting the garrison hospital. 
This hall was connected with numerous historical associations. Adjoining 
to the east side of the primitive tower, and constituting the south-east nook 
of the quadrangle, was a portion of the palace, either built or refitted for 
Queen Mary, including the small bed-room in which she gave birth to 
James VI. This building originally extended further to the north than 
it now appeared to do, but the northern part having become ruinous, a new 
building was engrafted upon it in 1615, with a goodly front towards the 
square, and many handsomely ornamented windows and a battlemented top. 
In this modern part of the building was the fire-proof room, in which the 
Scottish regalia were kept. It had evidently been prepared for this purpose 
at the re-edification of the building in 1615, as it rested on a strong vaulted 
chamber, now forming part of the garrison tavern. During many ages 
the Castle was occasionally used as a state prison, and for some time in 
the reign of James VI., it was used as a prison for debtors. In 1541-2 a 
Register-house was built in the Castle, but its situation was not now 
known. The eastern front of the Castle towards the city presented a con-
siderably different appearance from what it now did, and its former aspect, 
Mr. Chambers observed, must have been more striking and picturesque. 
The central object was a donjon or keep, rising sixty feet above the summit 
of the rock, and known by the name of David's Tower, a fabric believed to 
have been erected by David II. Erom this tower a curtain wall extended 
along the front of the rock to a comparatively small or slender tower, 
which still existed at the north end of the Half-moon battery, but almost 
merged in the later buildings. The curtain wall then extended northwards 
till it joined another tower of greater importance, which, as nearly as could 
be traced, rose from the rocky platform exactly over the site of the 
present portcullis gate of the Castle. This was the Constable's Tower, 
being the residence of that officer. It was fifty feet high, and was ac-
cessible by a stair which ascended the face of the rock, in the style of 
that seen under the castle of the well-known armorial bearings of Edin-
burgh. Indeed, there could be little doubt that this heraldic castle and 
its stair—though such objects were always more or less conventional— 
was mainly a representation of the Constable's Tower. By this stair, 
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and through the tower, was, if he judged rightly, the sole access to the 
upper platform or citadel. On the curtain wall, thus divided into three 
parts, a range of cannon was disposed, but the wall being low, a second or 
smaller range of cannon was placed on the summit of the rock within. 
At what time any exterior defences were added did not appear, but they 
found that, when Kirkaldy of Grange held the Castle for Queen Mary, 
against her son's Government, from 1570 to 1573, there was a triangular 
court in front below the rock, bounded by a wall twenty feet high, 
and denominated the Spur. This was ultimately found to be a disad-
vantageous arrangement, owing to the number of men required for de-
fending it, and in 1649 it was demolished by order of the Scottish Estates. 
Mr. Chambers then proceeded to describe the siege of the Castle by the 
Regent Morton, with an auxiliary force sent by Queen Elizabeth under Sir 
William Drury, with a train of artillery. Five batteries were opened 
against it, and in nine days David's Tower and the Constable's had been 
wholly beaten down, and the besiegers effected a lodgment in the Spur. 
Perishing for want of water, for the well had been choked up by the fall of 
David's Tower, Kirkaldy capitulated. Of the whole eastern front, from 
the royal lodging to the southern extremity, it did not appear that any part 
survived, except the small intermediate tower, now embedded, as it were, in 
the Half-Moon Battery. The present eastern front was mainly as it was 
fashioned by the Regent Morton after the siege. The Half-Moon Battery 
was the principal feature in the renovations, and a considerable work it 
was for the time, and furnished one of Morton's motives, said several 
historians, to debase the national coin. Underneath the site of the former 
Constable's Tower, and designed as a substitute for it, in the modern 
economy of the fortress, was a strong, square building containing an arched 
passage, which had one time a portcullis and three hinged gates, and 
which formerly had a battlemented top, instead of a mean, slated roof 
as at present. On this the author of the paper had detected certain cog-
nizances of the Regent, which he believed to be those alluded to in a 
contemporary history as indicating his ambitious character. The memoir 
concluded with some remarks as to the origin of the name of " Castrum 
puellarum," or Maiden Castle, given by early writers to Edinburgh Castle, 
a name common to many ancient sites, both in Scotland and England. It 
had been suggested by the late Mr. Chalmers, of Auldbar, that the deriva-
tion was from Mai-dun, a fort commanding a wide plain or district. 

Lord TALBOT conveyed the thanks of the meeting to Mr. Chambers, not 
only for this memoir, but for the kind services he had so courteously rendered 
throughout the meeting of the Institute. 

The following memoirs were also read :— 
" On the Analogy of Scottish and French Baronial Architecture." By 

J . H . BURTON, E s q . 
" On the Genealogy and Succession of the St, Clairs of Roslyn." By 

ALEXANDER SINCLAIR, E s q . 
" On the Houses of Fitz-Alan and Stuart ; their Origin and early His-

tory." By the Rev. R. W. ΕΥΤΟΝ, Μ.Α. (Printed in this Volume, 
p. 333.) 

At the close of the meeting, a numerous party proceeded on an excursion 
to Borthwick Castle, Hawthornden, and Roslin Chapel. 

In the evening, a Conversazione took place in the Museum of the Insti-
tute, and the entire suite of the galleries was brilliantly illuminated for 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
Il

lin
oi

s,
 C

hi
ca

go
] 

at
 0

1:
33

 1
6 

Ju
ne

 2
01

6 



THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 3 9 3 

the occasion. The attendance was very numerous, each person holding a 
ticket for the meeting being permitted to introduce a friend. 

Amongst the distinguished visitors by whose presence the Institute was 
honoured on this evening, were—their Graces the Duke and Duchess of 
Northumberland, the Earl of Southesk, the Earl of Kintore, the Earl of 
Airlie, the Hon. Lady Ruth veil, the Lord Provost and Mrs. Melville, Lord 
Neaves, Lord Handyside, Lord Curriehill, the Commendatore Canina, Dr. 
Waagen, Sir Gardner Wilkinson, Sir Robert and Lady Arbuthnot. 

TUESDAY, July 26. 

The Annual Meeting of the Members was held in the rooms of the 
Royal Society, at nine o'clock. Lord TALBOT DE MALAHIDE presiding. 

The Report of the Auditors for the previous year (printed page 191, 
ante) was read, as also the following Annual Report of the Central Com-
mittee, and both were unanimously adopted. 

In submitting to the Society the annual review of the progress of the 
Institute, as also of the results of investigations and efforts for the extension 
of archaeological knowledge, the Central Committee viewed with renewed 
pleasure the retrospect of the past year. The influence of the Institute in 
promoting a taste for the study of archaeology, and the higher appreciation 
of all vestiges of antiquity and art, has been increasingly evinced. 

The friendly correspondence with antiquaries in all parts of the country, 
and with many provincial archaeological societies, has constantly brought 
before the meetings of the Institute an ample provision of remarkable facts, 
and ensured speedy intelligence of the discoveries which have occurred. 
Whilst, moreover, many new members have joined the ranks of the Society, 
such communications have often been received from persons not enrolled on 
its lists. The continued demand for the publications of the Institute, and 
especially for the Journal, claimed notice, as evincing that their varied and 
instructive character had proved acceptable to the public at large. 

Not only, however, had the last year been marked by friendly co-opera-
tion on the part of numerous archaeologists and archaeological societies in 
our own country. The proceedings of the Institute had excited consider-
able interest on the Continent ; an exchange of publications had gradually 
been established between various foreign societies and our own. Early in 
the past year a most gratifying communication was addressed by the 
Minister of Public Instruction in France, signifying the desire to establish 
friendly relations with the Institute, to maintain with our society the mutual 
communication of all such facts and observations as might tend to throw 
light on the earlier history of France and England. M. Fortoul proposed 
at the same time to present to our library the various works produced under 
the auspices of the Minister of Public Instruction, and he requested that the 
Journals of the Institute should henceforth be sent to him, in order that our 
future researches might be duly noticed in the Bulletins published in France 
under his direction. The increasing publicity thus given to the proceed-
ings of the Institute cannot fail to produce a very advantageous extension 
of our relations with foreign lands, and the communication with which we 
have thus been honoured by the French minister, has doubtless tended to 
invite attention to the proceedings of our meeting in North Britain, which 
has been attended by some French savans, whose names have long been 
associated with the progress of archaeological science and of art. 

VOL. XIII . 3 Η 
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Amongst recent archaeological investigations of special interest, the 
Committee regarded with renewed gratification the important undertaking 
achieved by direction of his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, in the 
detailed survey of the Roman Wall. The admirable ichnography executed by 
Mr. Maclauchlan, who had carefully delineated the features of that remark-
able barrier, the camps, earthworks, and military positions, had been pro-
duced by his Grace's kind permission at the Shrewsbury meeting. On the 
present occasion the Society had enjoyed the satisfaction of inspecting the 
first portions of the survey, reproduced by the aid of lithography from the 
original drawings : and they had thus received an earnest of the continued 
liberality of the Duke, in the furtherance of archaeological science, and the 
assurance that at no distant time this valuable survey, by which so much 
light must be thrown on the earlier history of the north of England, will 
be accessible to the numerous students of the vestiges of Roman occupation. 
The Duke had, with his accustomed gracious liberality, permitted selection 
to be made amidst the treasures in his museum at Alnwick Castle, to 
augment the interest and instructive character of the Museum of the Insti-
tute formed during the present meeting. 

The Committee had viewed also with satisfaction the liberality and good 
taste shown by the Earl Bathurst, to which allusion had been made in their 
Report of the previous year. The building erected by that nobleman at 
Cirencester to form a suitable depository for the reliques of Roman times, 
the mosaic pavements and other objects discovered on the site of 
Corinium, had been completed, and the removal of the tesselated floors 
successfully achieved under the direction of Professor Buckman, who had 
communicated, at one of the London meetings of the Institute, a full 
report of that difficult operation. (Printed in this Volume, p. 215.) 

It had frequently been a cause of complaint, that no public commission 
for the conservation of national monuments should have been constituted in 
this country, as in France, and that no control should be available to avert 
the injuries too frequently caused by caprice or neglect ; as also, in suitable 
occasions, to supply the requisite funds for the preservation of those struc-
tures or remains of national interest, for which the protection of the state 
might justly be claimed. The Committee had received, with the highest 
satisfaction, the report of Mr. Salvin in regard to the works of restoration 
at Holy Island, carried out under his direction by authority of Her Majesty's 
Commissioners of Public Works. During the previous year the attention 
of the Institute had been called to the neglected state of the Abbey 
Church of Lindisfarne, and the imminent jeopardy in which those interest-
ing remains, situated on crown lands, actually were. The matter having 
been subsequently brought under the consideration of the Government, a 
liberal grant was forthwith made for the requisite repairs, and the work had 
been entrusted to the skilful hands of Mr. Salvin. Those members of the 
Institute who might be disposed to combine a pilgrimage to Holy Island 
with their visit to Edinburgh, on the present occasion, would view with 
gratification the conservative precautions which had been adopted, and wit-
ness the good results of such well-timed liberality on the part of the Govern-
ment. The Committee could not refrain, also, from the expression of their 
gratification, in stating the course pursued in regard to the ancient Pharos 
and Church within the walls of Dovor Castle. Complaint having been 
made at the meeting of the Society in November last, that those interesting 
remains had been disgracefully desecrated, a memorial had been addressed 
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to Lord Panmure on the part of the Institute, requesting his consideration 
of the evil. That appeal had been most courteously received, and Lord 
Panmure in reply had given the fullest assurance that those venerable 
structures should henceforth be preserved with suitable care. 

The Committee have referred, in their Reports of previous years, to the 
lively interest and satisfaction with which they viewed the growth of a 
series of national antiquities in the rooms recently appropriated to that pur-
pose in the British Museum. On former occasions they have been called 
upon with regret to complain of the remissness of the Trustees on this im-
portant point. But they would now, with gratification, advert to the 
purchase of the instructive Museum of Antiquities collected in the City of 
London by Mr. C. Roach Smith, which has been ultimately deposited in 
the National Collection. A more vigilant care and cordial recognition 
of the value of such collections, as materials tending to illustrate the 
History, the Arts and Manners of our own country, seem to have marked 
the proceedings of the Trustees. Frequent acquisitions for the collection in 
the British Room have been made, and there is reason to hope that out-
National Antiquities will soon occupy the position which they claim so 
justly in the great national depository. In making mention, however, of 
the name of Mr. Roach Smith, in connection with recent proceedings at the 
British Museum, the Committee, whilst deeply regretting the loss of the 
" Faussett Collections," of which English antiquaries had so earnestly de-
sired the acquisition for the national depository, could not omit to recog-
nise the important service rendered to English archaeologists in the 
publication of the " Inventorium Sepulchrale," the original record of the 
investigations so successfully pursued by the Rev. Bryan Faussett, in 
forming those collections. That volume, edited with great care and ability 
by Mr. Roach Smith, from the MS. in possession of Mr. Joseph Mayer, 
might indeed be regarded as a leading feature in the progress of archaeo-
logical science during the past year. 

The losses which the Institute has sustained by the deaths of members 
are less numerous than in some former years. There are, however, some 
of our earlier and valued friends, now no more, whose names must on this 
occasion be remembered with sincere regret. At the last visit of the 
Institute to the northern parts of the realm, the Society received valuable 
assistance and co-operation from one whose persevering devotion to the 
cause of historical and antiquarian investigation, for many years, fostered 
the growth of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle, an institution which 
now pursues its course of intelligent and energetic operation in the 
Northern Marches, under the encouragement of its noble patron, the Duke 
of Northumberland. The name of John Adamson, so many years Secretary 
of that Society, will always be associated with the pleasing recollections of 
the welcome which the Institute found, in 1852, on the banks of the Tyne. 
Nor can we recall, with less deep regret, that accomplished and zealous 
fellow-labourer in another locality, the Rev. William H. Massie, of 
Chester, who gave the impulse to the formation of an institution in that 
city, for purposes kindred to our own, and which attained, under his 
auspices, a position of influential activity in a county so rich in historical 
recollections, and where the encouragement of intelligent regard for 
national antiquities is so much to he desired. The friendly interest with 
which Mr. Massie promoted the success of our proceedings at the last annual 
meeting in Shrewsbury, will be gratefully remembered by all who had occa-
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sion to appreciate his amiable character and attainments. Of another 
member, who, for many years, has constantly aided our investigations, by 
his vigilant observation of archaeological discoveries, always imparted to us 
with friendly readiness, special mention must be made—the late Mr. Allies, 
formerly resident at Worcester, and an indefatigable collector of all that 
might illustrate the earlier antiquities of his native county. In 1840 Mr. Allies 
produced a work, the principal object of which was to throw light upon 
the vestiges of Roman occupation in Worcestershire, regarded by Nash and 
other writers as not established to any extent. The results of this inquiry 
were subsequently extended, in a second edition, in 1852, comprising " The 
Ancient British, Roman, and Saxon Antiquities and Folk-lore'' of that 
county,—a mass of curious materials thus rescued from oblivion. Amongst 
other members of influential position, or by whose co-operation at our 
annual meetings encouragement has been given to the proceedings of the 
Society, we must name with regret the late Lord Bishop of Carlisle ; the 
Rev. William Walker, Rector of Slingsby, by whom the proceedings of our 
meeting at York were aided ; the Rev. G. J. Cubitt, of Winchester ; and 
Mr. Vernon Utterson, so long known through his extensive acquaintance 
with our early literature and poetry ; we would also make honourable 
mention of the late Mr. Godfrey Meynell, of Derbyshire ; of Sir B. F. 
Outram; Mr. Joseph Neeld, M.P. ; Mr. Orlando Mayor ; Mr. Martin, 
librarian to his Grace the Duke of Bedford at Woburn ; Mr. Lardner, of the 
British Museum ; and of Dr. Nelson Clark, whose friendly assistance at 
the Oxford meeting claims cordial acknowledgment. 

It would be unfitting to close this report without adverting to the auspicious 
circumstances which have marked the present meeting. The Institute will 
take leave of this ancient and beautiful capital of Scotland with a grateful 
sense of the encouragement received from the Lord Provost and municipal 
authorities, with many other of the most distinguished of its citizens, as 
also from the learned societies and institutions of Edinburgh, especially 
the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and their noble President, the 
Marquis of Breadalbane, the Honourable Board of Manufactures, the 
President and Council of the Royal Scottish Academy, the Royal Society, 
the Faculty of Advocates, and from many persons of note and influence, 
whose names are honourably associated with the encouragement of science 
and art. 

The following lists of members of the Central Committee retiring in 
annual course, and of members of the Society nominated to fill the vacancies, 
were then proposed to the meeting and adopted. 

Members retiring from the Committee :—The Hon. W. Fox Strangways, 
Vice-President; R. R. Caton, Esq.; the Rev. J. B. Deane ; H. Porteous 
Oakes, Esq., M.P.; Frederic Ouvry, Esq.; Edward Smirke, Esq.; Τ. H. 
Wyatt, Esq. The following gentlemen being elected to fill the vacancies:— 
The Viscount Holmesdale, Vice-President; William Burges, Esq.; Augustus 
W. Franks, Esq., M.A., F.S.A., British Museum ; John Mitchell Kemble, 
Esq., M.A.; George Nicholson, Esq.; Sir S. M. Peto, Bart., M.P.; 
Sir Charles Price, Bart. 

Lord T A L B O T then invited the attention of the members to the choice of 
the place of meeting for the ensuing year. Several invitations had been 
received or cordially renewed, evincing the friendly interest with which the 
annual proceedings of the Institute were generally regarded. Amongst the 
requisitions addressed to the Society on the present occasion, the repeated 
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assurances of welcome received from the city of Chester, as also from the 
institutions kindred to their own, established there and at Liverpool, had 
encouraged, as Lord Talbot believed, a very general wish that the meeting 
in 1857 should take place at Chester. An unusual attraction to that locality 
would moreover be presented in the ensuing year by the exhibition of Art-
treasures of the United Kingdom, announced to take place at Manchester 
during the summer of next year. One important feature of that remarkable 
project was the illustration of the progress of ancient and medieval arts and 
art-manufactures, on a scale of classification never hitherto contemplated in 
any country. 

The following invitation from the city of Chester, to which the common-
seal was appended, was then submitted to the meeting. 

"At a monthly meeting of the Council of the City and Borough of Chester, 
duly convened and liolden at the Exchange in the Eaid City and Borough 
on Friday, the 11th day of July, 1856. 

" Resolved—That the Archaeological Instituteof Great Britain andlreland 
be requested to hold their Annual Congress for 1857 at Chester." 

A very cordial renewal of their former invitation, presented at the 
Shrewsbury meeting, was likewise received from the Council of the Historic 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. The proposition was unanimously 
adopted, that the meeting for the ensuing year should be held at Chester. 

The proceedings of the meeting of members having thus been brought to 
a close, the following memoirs were read. 

On the Round Towers of Abernethy and Brechin.—By T. A. WYSE, 
Esq., M.D. 

Notices of the Family of the Murrays, of Perdew, in Fifeshire, and of 
two of their sepulchral memorials, in Dunfermline Abbey.— By W. DOWNING 
BRUCE, Esq., E.S.A. 

Account of Excavations made on the site of the ancient city of Pante-
capffium, in the Crimea, and of the tombs in the neighbourhood of Kertch.— 
By DUNCAN M'PHERSON, M.D. , late Inspector of Hospitals, Turkish Contin-
gent. A detailed narrative of these researches, with numerous illustrations 
representing the antiquities now deposited in the British Museum, will 
shortly be published. 

Mr. A. HENRY RHIND, F.S.A., read a memoir on Megalithic Remains in 
Malta. Referring to plans, drawings, sections, and some relics recovered from 
the ruins, Mr. Rhind described the more prominent features of the remains 
at Hagar Kim and Mnaidra in Malta, and in connection with them inci-
dentally adverted to the " Giant's Tower " in the neighbouring island of 
Gozzo. For further details he indicated the various existing sources of 
information,1 and then proceeded to examine the opinion invariably urged, 
that these monuments were Phcenician temples. Conceiving that the 
question of their origin was of very material importance, from the obvious 
influence which its decision must exert on various channels of research, he 
would venture to inquire whether in reality it had been accurately deter-
mined. In the first place, it would be well to observe in what sense the 
name " Phoenician temple " was used, for it might be applied in two 

1 Houel, Voyage Pittoresque, iv. Delia 
Marmora in Annales Nouvelles de 1'Ins-
titution Archaeologique. Admiral Smyth 
and Mr. Vance in the Arehceologia, vols, 
xxii. and xxix. Gerhardt, in the 

Abhandlungen der Konigliclien Alcad. 
der Wissen. zu Berlin, for 1846. The 
Malta Magazine for 1840. Dr. Vassallo, 
Monumenti Antichi nel Oruppo di Malta, 
&c. 
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different significations. According to one way a given structure of unknown 
origin being selected, it might be simply asserted that Phcenicians reared it 
at a period antedating their recorded works, or according to a fashion not 
traceable in any extant allusions to their practice ; and a statement of this 
kind would amount only to a convenient mystification similar to that so 
stubbornly bound up in the common epithet Druidical. The other method 
was to examine the structure with reference to the various attainable 
sources of information relating to the people in question, after historic data 
first reveal them to us, to pronounce accordingly, and so to make use of 
their name in the only manner which would attach to it a real meaning. 
There was also the medium course of finding by the latter means germs of 
identity, or indications of similarity sufficiently marked to refer the 
structure back to a time when recorded forms were not so fully developed 
as they subsequently became. With regard to the Maltese ruins the 
legitimate system, at all events, had been followed ; and as it had been the 
habit to search for specific evidence to ascribe them to the Phcenicians, he 
proposed to direct attention to the nature of the arguments which had been 
thus adduced by the various authors already named, and by others whose 
works were also quoted. 

It had been pointed out that the same species of ornament, small circular 
indentations which cover some of the megaliths in these buildings, was 
found on vases with Phoenician inscriptions ; hut as a precisely similar 
decoration was common on Mexican pottery, was present on a perforated 
button stone from a so-called " Pict's House " in Caithness, produced to 
the meeting—in short, was to be met with everywhere, from the Cyclopean 
Gateway at Messena to the paddles of the Sandwich Islander, no weight 
could be allowed to the analogy, as this and other simple decorative designs 
likewise adverted to, were too universal to prove affinity. There was, 
however, at Hagar Kim, another specimen of ornamentation, sufficiently 
peculiar to be fairly viewed as characteristic, namely, a plant or tree sculp-
tured on the sides of a very remarkable rectangular pedestal. This figure Mr. 
Yance averred to be a palm, stating that the discovery of the fact first led 
him to look to the Phcenicians as the designers ; for that tree was emble-
matical on the coins of Tyre and Sidon.2 But Mr. Rhind expressed his 
inability, after some experience in the region of the palm, to recognise in 
this sculpture an approximation to the outline of that tree ; neither did it 
seem to him conceivable that any one should have planted it in a species of 
flower-pot, as it there appeared, and have delineated it in a manner entirely 
at variance with its real form. Moreover, what was quite as much to the 
purpose, the Phoenicians did not represent it in any such conventional and 
inaccurate style, for on their coins 3 it stands out in its natural and unmis-
takeable contour. 

Again, it had been asserted that certain rude statuettes discovered in 
Hagar Kim, being seven in number, were effigies of the Cabiri; and 
accordingly the ruin was declared to have been a temple to that brotherhood, 
erected by the Phoenicians who worshipped them. It is well known that 
there is nothing in ancient mythology more uncertain than any definition 
respecting the Cabiri. Even in Strabo's time the whole question was 
involved in such confusion that he devotes a long disquisition to show that 

2 Eckhel Doctrina Nummorum, iii,, 3 Gesenii Monumenta Phoenicia. Tab. 
385. 38. 
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not only their names but their number was very doubtful. Granting, 
however, as the desired basis, Sanconiatho's statement, that, excluding 
Esculapius, they were seven, the ingenious speculation in question, which is 
advanced by Dr. Vassallo, would still fall to the ground ; for although he 
seemed to have perceived feminine characteristics in only two of the 
figures, Mr. Vance had previously described them all as female, a decision 
in which the author's examination of them in the Public Library at Valletta, 
where they are preserved, led him to coincide, and which will not harmonise 
with any account of the sex of the majority of the Cabiri. Moreover, Dr. 
Vassallo appeared to have overlooked the actual number of statues brought 
to light, as a contemporaneous record, the "Malta Magazine" for 1840, 
gives it as eight, and Mr. Vance, who, as having been the finder, must be 
held as the correct authority, distinctly specifies nine. 

Another argument had likewise been brought forward, to the effect that 
these ruins in Malta and Gozzo present in their arrangement a resemblance 
to the Paphian temple of Venus. But let any one examine the plan of the 
latter and of one of the former, as given by Gerhardt himself who makes 
the allegation, and it would be seen that the coincidences are slight and 
inconclusive, while the discrepancies are so many and so marked, that 
the result is about as satisfactory as would be a comparison between the 
Egyptian Temple of Dendera and the Mosque of Omar. 

After discussing several others of the more tangible reasons adduced for 
terming those monuments Phoenician temples, Mr. Bliind concluded by 
pointing out that it was well to remember there was a more comprehensive 
method of viewing the question. Even had the alleged resemblances been 
made out, individual, much more if supposititious, points of contact in 
cases of this kind were far from conclusive. In short, the reasonable system 
of criticism had not been followed, of taking into account all, and not frag-
ments of, the existing data which could help us to decide what Phoenician 
edifices really were or were not. If, then, we set about the inquiry in this 
manner, and examine the few available sources of information regarding 
this extraordinary people from the earliest dawn of history until their glory 
had departed—if, among other facts of an indirect nature, we remember the 
species of skill which distinguished them as the artificers of Solomon's 
temple, and the peculiar development thereby evinced—if we recognise any 
force in the corroborative testimony that Menander and Dius, ancient 
•writers cited by Joseplius,4 mention the temples to Hercules and Astarte 
built by Hiram with a roofing of cedar, as towering above what are termed 
the spacious and magnificent buildings of Tyre—if we give any weight to 
the narrative of a native of Spain, Silius Italicus,5 descriptive of the 
brilliant decorations admired by Hannibal in the shrine at Cadiz, said to 
have been the original structure raised by the Phoenicians on the first 
establishment of their colony, at least 1100 years B.C.—if, above all, we 
note the architectural subjects on Phoenician coins regarded as representa-
tions of sacred fanes, we shall unquestionably find that any idea we can on 
these and other grounds form of Phojnician temples, will in no sort or 
degree bo realised by the Maltese megalithic remains. 

It was, as before implied, entirely another question whether in times so 
remote as to be unrevealed to us, the Phoenicians might not, in keeping 

4 Antiq. viii. 2, and apud eund. Cont. Apion, lib. ii., cited in Ancient Universal 
Hist. ii. 5. 5 Lib. iii. 
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with their then mode of architecture, have reared the fabrics in question. 
Neither did it bear upon the discussion that the erection of megaliths was 
at one period undoubtedly practised in the East, and that even in or near 
the territory once possessed by that race, a circle of rude stones still stands. 
Eor, granting that Phoenicians in primordial ages, when unknown to us by 
that or any other name, followed very different forms in the structure of 
their temples from those which they employed in historical times, it would 
not be the way to throw light upon the subject, to attempt an identification 
by misapplying to the old order of things, which must be at best only an 
ethnographical speculation, evidence relating to the new which has the 
more definite basis of recorded facts. Indeed, such an anomalous method 
Would produce a degree of confusion hardly less complete than if, some 
hundreds of years hence, supposing the architectural results of modern 
civilisation, and the vestiges of semi-barbaric antiquity to be then alike in 
ruins, an inquirer of the period possessing only a few scattered allusions to 
Gothic edifices, were to apply odds and ends of these to the monoliths on 
Salisbury Plain, and decide that Stonehenge was the remnant of an 
English Cathedral. 

The author hoped on another occasion to review the analogies or discre-
pancies which, as compared with ancient relics elsewhere, the Maltese 
remains exhibit, and so to deduce from them at least something of archaBO-
logical significance ; but he expected to be better able to enter into this 
general discussion after a contemplated examination of certain monuments 
in other islands of the Mediterranean. 

A memoir was also read, communicated by Mr. BARNARD DAVIS, F.S.A. 
On some of the Bearings of Ethnology upon Archaeological Science. 
(Printed in this volume, p. 315.) 

The following communications were likewise received :— 
Notes on Masons' Marks, preserved among the operative masons of 

Scotland. By ANDREW KERR, Esq., of H . M . Board of Works : with 
notices of similar marks occurring at Holvrood Chapel, communicated by 
DAVID LAING, Esq . 

Observations on ancient Tenure Horns. By WESTON S. WALFORD, 
Esq., F.S.A. 

Notice of a sculptured monument inscribed with Runes, recently found 
built into the church tower at Kirk Braddan, in the Isle of Man. By the 
Rev. J. G. CUMMING, M.A., F.G.S., of Lichfield. A cast from this curious 
fragment was sent for exhibition in the Museum of the Institute. A 
detailed work on the Runic and other monumental remains in the Isle of 
Man, has been announced for publication by Mr. Cumming.6 

The Roman inscriptions existing on the rocks at Coome Crags, Cum-
berland. By the Rev. JOHN ΜAUGH AN. 

The noble president then announced that the proceedings of the meeting 
being concluded, the agreeable duty devolved upon him to express the 
hearty thanks of the Society to the numerous friends and public bodies by 
whom they had been so graciously received. Lord Talbot adverted especially 
to the kind facilities afforded to the Institute by the Royal Society, in whose 
rooms they were then assembled ; by the Hon. the Board of Manufactures, 
also, through whose approval, with the sanction of the Lords Commissioners 

6 This volume will comprise illustrated Subscribers' names are received by Mr. 
notices of thirty-six sculptured crosses ; Lomax, Lichfield. The price will be 
some of which are elaborately sculptured. 12s. 6d. 
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of Her Majesty's Treasury, every facility had been granted at the National 
Gallery for the purposes of the temporary museum. Their cordial thanks 
were justly claimed by those who had so liberally sent the valuable objects 
or antiquities in their possession, to enhance the instructive character and 
historical interest of that attractive collection ; and amongst those who had 
conferred such favour on the Institute, their grateful acknowledgment was 
especially due to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, to the Duke of 
Northumberland, the Marquis of Breadalbane, the Duke of Hamilton, the 
Duke of Sutherland, the Earl Morton, with numerous contributors to the 
Museum, who had freely confided the treasures in their possession; whilst the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and various provincial institutions, at 
Aberdeen, St. Andrews, Cupar, Peterhead, Inverness, Kelso, and Montrose, 
had with most friendly consideration placed at the disposal of the Institute 
the antiquities preserved in their respective museums. On no former occa-
sion had so extensive and remarkable a combination been presented to the 
archaeologist, of the vestiges of the ancient races by which North Britain 
had been peopled. To the President and Council of the Royal Scottish 
Academy, Lord Talbot desired also to express the warm thanks of the 
Institute, regretting that the project at one period entertained by the 
Academy, in regard to the formation of an exhibition of Scottish Historical 
Portraits, had not been realised. He hoped that so interesting an object 
might be successfully achieved on some future occasion. To those who had 
taken part in the proceedings of the Sections, their thanks would be 
unanimously rendered, and not only to old and tried friends of the Society, 
—Dr. Whewell, Dr. Guest, Mr. Kemble, and many whom he had here met 
with gratification, but to those who had now first joined their ranks—to 
Lord Neaves, Professor Innes,. Mr. Robert Chambers, Professor Simpson, 
Mr. Napier, Mr. Burton, and more especially to Mr. Rhind, who had so 
indefatigably exerted his influence to arouse, in favour of the Institute, the 
sympathies of antiquaries and of scientific institutions throughout Scotland. 
To none, however, were they more indebted for that ample measure of 
kindred interest and hearty co-operation in their cause, by which the grati-
fication and success of the previous week had been insured, than to the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland—to Mr. John Stuart, their secretary ; 
to their treasurer, Mr. Johnston, to Mr. Robertson, Mr. David Laing, Mr. 
Boyle, and other influential supporters of that Institution. No small part 
of' the friendly consideration with which the Institute had been welcomed, 
had arisen from the fact that the Society of Antiquaries had won, in 
Edinburgh, more than merely local renown, through the attainments of 
such men as Daniel Wilson and Patrick Chalmers—of those, likewise, 
who now so honourably promoted the cause of historical and archaeological 
research. Lord Talbot concluded by presenting to the Museum of that 
Society an extensive series of models, exemplifying all the rare or peculiar 
types of the earlier antiquities of Ireland, as a small mark of his obligation 
for the zeal and goodwill which the Antiquaries of Scotland had evinced in 
giving their valuable assistance towards the extension of the archaeological 
series in the Dublin exhibition in 1852. 

Mr. STUART, on behalf of the Society, returned their thanks for such a 
valuable acquisition ; and after a very gratifying expression from Lord 
HANDYSIDE, of the satisfaction with which the visit of Lord TALBOT and the 
members of the Institute to Edinburgh would be long remembered, the 
meeting concluded. 
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The Central Committee desire to acknowledge the following donations in 
aid of the expenses of the meeting, and the general purposes of the 
Institute. The Town Council of Edinburgh, 501. ; the Royal Academy, 
50Z. ; the Lord Provost, 51. ; the Marquis of Breadalbane, 20I. ; the Duke 
of Buccleugh, 51. ; the Duke of Roxhurghe, 51. ; Lord Murray, 51. ; Lord 
Handyside, 51.; Lord Neaves, 31. ; the Right Rev. Bishop Terrot, 21. ; 
Hon. B. F. Primrose, 11. Is. ; Sir James Ramsay, Bart., 51. ; Sir John 
Maxwell, Bart., 10Z. 10s. ; Sir J. P. Boileau, Bart., 51.; Sir R. K. 
Arbuthnot, Bart., 21. 2s. ; the Solicitor General, 51. ; Sir W. Johnston, 
21. 2s. ; Sir John Watson Gordon, 21. 2s.; the Dean of Faculty, 3Z. 3s. ; 
P. Abbot, Esq., II. Is ; Dr. W. Adam, 11. Is. ; the Rev. W. Alexander, 
D.D., 11. Is. ; J. II. Burton, Esq., 21. 2s.; Adam Black, Esq., M.P., 11. 
Is. ; Dr. John Brown, 1Z. Is. ; A. T. Boyle, Esq., 2>l. 3s. ; David Bryce, 
Esq., 21. 2s. ; J. G. Burt, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; Robert Cox, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; 
Sir W. Gibson Craig, Bart., 51. ; J. T. Gibson Craig, Esq., 3Z. 3s. ; 
Robert Chambers, Esq., 2Z. 2s.; Alex. Christie, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; John 
Clarke, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; David Cousin, Esq., 1Z. Is . ; Charles Cowan, Esq., 
M.P., 51. ; Sir H. Dryden, Bart., 1Z. Is. ; John Dundas, Esq., 
2Z. 2s. ; Bailie Brown Douglas, 3Z. ; Barron Graham, Esq., 3Z. ; E. S. 
Gordon, Esq., 21. 2s.; W. Eraser, Esq., 21. 2s.; Edwin Guest, Esq., 
LL.D., Master of Caius College, 51. ; G. Harvev, Esq., R.S.A., 1Z. 
Is. ; R. Home, Esq., 51. ; Bailie Hill, 1Z. Is. ; D. 0. Hill, Esq., R.S.A., 
1Z. Is. ; Cosmo Innes, Esq., 3Z. 3s. ; Τ. B. Johnston, Esq., 21. 2s. ; 
David Laing, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; Joseph Mayer, Esq., E.S.A., 21. 2s. ; 
W. Miller, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; Professor More, 1Z. Is.; A. K. Mackenzie, 
Esq., 1Z. Is. ; D. Maclagan, Esq. M.D., 1Z. Is. ; D. McLaren, Esq., 
1Z. Is. : David Muir, Esq., 21. 2s. ; W. H. Hay Newton, Esq., 21. 2s. ; 
Mark Napier, Esq., 2Z- 2s. ; George Patton, Esq., 21. 2s. ; J. Noel Paton, 
Esq., R.S.A., 1Z. Is. ; A. H. Rhind, Esq., 21. 2s. ; G. B. Robertson, Esq., 
1Z. Is. ; Joseph Robertson, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; George Seton, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; 
R. M. Smith, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; Rev. Dr. Stevenson, 3Z. ; John Stuart, Esq., 
21. 2s. ; Professor Swinton, 2Z. ; John Thomson, Esq., 1Z. Is. ; Professor 
Simpson, 3Z. 3s. ; Rev. J. M. Traherne, 2Z. ; George Traill, Esq., M.P., 
51. ; Major-General Yule, 2Z. 

{Houtljln Hontfon ftTctting. 

November 7th, 1856. 
JOHN MITCHELL K E H B L E , Esq., M . A . , in the Chair. 

A communication from the First Commissioner of Her Majesty's 
Works and Public Buildings was read, accompanying the present of a 
copy [of the " Architectural Antiquities of the Collegiate Chapel of 
St. Stephen, Westminster, the late House of Commons, drawn from 
actual survey and admeasurements, made by direction of the Commis-
sioners of Her Majesty's Woods and Works, accompanied by observations 
on the original and perfect state of the Building." The official letter stated 
that " the drawings, comprising the plans, elevations, and sections, with 
their various architectural details, were executed by direction of the Govern-
ment, after the fire of the Houses of Parliament, for the purpose either of 
restoration, or for the preservation of a memorial of that interesting build-
ing. As the First Commissioner considers this work to be of a nature 
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